
TOTAL IMPACTS

TOTAL OUTPUT

$40.9 billion

TOTAL PAYROLL

$12.8 billion

TOTAL JOBS

337,419

STUDY PROCESS
To better understand the relationship 
between Illinois’ system of airports and the 
statewide economy, the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics, 
conducted an economic impact study of 
aviation using a methodology that followed 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
guidelines and has been applied to State 
airport systems throughout the United 
States. Funding for this study was provided 
by the FAA and the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Division of Aeronautics.

Each Illinois system airport’s total economic 
impact was quantified in terms of employment, 
payroll, and output. Through a comprehensive 
survey process, the direct economic impacts 
related to on-airport business tenants and 
the impacts associated with visitor-related 
expenditures were determined for each 
system airport. The multiplier effect of these 
impacts was then calculated to ascertain the 
total airport-related impacts. For example, 
when an airport employee purchases local 
goods and services, the spending and re-
spending spurs additional economic activity 
in the region. The total economic impact is 
the sum of all direct and multiplier impacts.

Mean Business and Jobs
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ILLINOIS AIRPORTS

IMPACT TYPES
Direct Impacts  account for activities 
by on-airport businesses and 
government agencies, and the off-
airport visitor spending at locations 
such as hotels and restaurants. Direct 
impacts account for the initial point 
where money first starts circulating in 
the economy.

Multiplier Impacts  result from the re-
circulation of direct impacts within the 
economy. This re-spending of money 
can occur multiple times and takes two 
forms - indirect and induced. Indirect 
impacts occur when companies incur 
business expenses. Induced impacts 
occur when employees purchase 
goods and services. 

Total Impacts  are the combination of 
all direct and multiplier impacts.

IMPACT MEASURES
Employment  measures the number 
of full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs 
related to airport activity including 
visitor-supported and on-airport 
construction jobs. A part-time 
employee counts as half a full-time 
employee. 

Payroll  measures the total annual 
salary, wages, and benefits paid to 
all workers whose livelihoods are 
directly attributable to airport activity.

Economic Output (Activity)  
measures the value of goods and 
services related to airports in Illinois. 
The output of on-airport businesses 
is typically assumed to be the sum 
of annual gross sales and average 
annual capital expenditures.

The Illinois Airport System
The Illinois system of 116 airports not only provides the State with a safe and 
efficient mode of transportation, it is also an important stimulus for economic 
growth and development. By providing aviation-related services, the system 
supports hundreds of thousands of jobs and produces billions of dollars 
in economic activity. The State’s largest employers, and many smaller 
businesses, rely on aviation to rapidly transport personnel, equipment, and 
supplies. Illinois airports serve as the base of operation for a diverse group 
of businesses, including airlines, air cargo companies, fixed base operators, 
flight schools, government entities, restaurants and others. Additionally, 
the vast hospitality industry is supported by both commercial service and 
general aviation. The millions of visitors that travel to Illinois by air each year 
support a variety of tourist and convention-related business activities, such 
as lodging, dining, retail, and entertainment.

Statewide Benefits from Aviation
More than 337,000 jobs can be tied to the airports of Illinois. These 
employees receive $12.8 billion in payroll and benefits and generate $40.9 
billion in economic activity. In addition to economic impacts, the system of 
airports provides numerous benefits that enhance the quality of life, health, 
safety, and welfare of Illinoisans.

The State’s network of 11 commercial service airports provides access to 
regional, national, and international markets. Nearly 42 million enplaned 
passengers used the Illinois system of commercial service airports in 2010 
to reach these destinations. In total, Illinois commercial service airports 
support more than 282,000 jobs with annual earnings of approximately 
$10.7 billion and $36.5 billion in annual economic activity.

Qualitative Benefits
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�‡��Majority of operations are recreational 
flights, aviation training, charter, aircraft 
management, and seasonal agricultural 
spraying

�‡��Airport utilized by law enforcement, 
Air National Guard Blackhawks, Civil 
Air Patrol search and rescue, local fire 
department (HAZMAT training), and 
banner towing

�‡��FBO A&M Aviation Inc and several other 
aviation businesses provide fueling, 
parking and storage, flight training, 
aircraft rental, aerial sightseeing, 
charters, and maintenance

�‡��Charlie’s Restaurant on the airport is 
open seven days a week 

�‡��Wings Energy began brokering and 
handling aviation fuels at the airport in 
early 2012

�‡��Events at the airport include:

 – Cavalcade of Planes: historic aircraft 
displays, museum exhibits, food 
and entertainment, flyovers, and 
experimental aircraft rides

 – Flightfest: Oktoberfest theme

 – Bunny Drop: Easter Bunny delivered 
by helicopter

�‡��Illinois Aviation Museum offers tours 
for Boy Scouts of America and school 
groups and is used as meeting venue

�‡��Youth outreach and education includes:

 – Packer Wings: an aviation seminar  
for high school and college students; 
aviation related internships through 
Lewis University

 – The EAA Young Eagles offers 
monthly events and average 50 youth 
attendees
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Bolingbrook’s Clow International Airport (1C5)


